
Fellowship Baptist Church, July 19, 2015 A.M. 
Message: “God’s unchanging Purpose”-- Zechariah 8:1-13  
 
INTRODUCTION: God’s plan for Israel from the beginning was to make of her a great nation.  It 
was for Israel to be his people and for Him to be their God.  When God called Abraham, He 
promised that through Abraham all nations would be blessed .The promise was in four parts: 
 1.  He would make of Abraham a great nation.   
 2.  He would bless those who blessed Abraham and curse those who cursed him. 

3.  Through Abraham all families of the earth would be blessed.   
4.  God would give to Abraham the land.—Gen 13:14-17 

God’s purpose for you as His child has not changed.  God saved you by His grace and has 
purposed that one day you will be just like Jesus Rom. 8:29). 
 
I.  God purpose for His people. 
 A.  His purpose for Israel: 
  1.  Jerusalem will be known as the city of God.—8:3  
  2.  There will be peace and prosperity in Jerusalem.—v. 4-6 
  3.  The Jews will be gathered in the land of Palestine.—v. 7-8. 
  4.  Jerusalem will be the center of the worship of God.—v. 20-23 
 B.  God’s purpose for the church: 
  1.  To demonstrate the riches of God’s grace.—Eph. 2:1-10 (7-10) 

2.  To make known the mystery of God’s grace and wisdom. 
     —Eph. 3:1-11 (v. 5, 6, 9-11). 
3.   To conform us to the image of Christ.—Rom. 8:29 

II.  Encouragement to live for God in light of His purpose.  
 A.  To Israel: 
  1.   Be strong in the work.—v.  9 
  2.  Don’t be afraid.—v. 13, 15. 
  3.  Do that which is right.—v. 17-19 

B.  To the church: 
 1.  Put off the old man; put on the new man—Eph. 4:17-32  

2.  Walk worth of the vocation.—Eph. 4:1 
3.  Walk in love.—Eph. 5:2 
4.  Walk as children of light.—Eph. 5:8 

III.  Jerusalem will be the center of the worship of God.--v. 20-23 
 A.  The Jerusalem, Zion, the temple all words depicting the city of Jerusalem. 

       —Psalms of Degrees (Ps. 120-135). 
 B.  People will come to Jerusalem to pray before the Lord.—v. 20-22  
 C.  The testimony will be that God is with His people.—v. 23 
 D.  All will be fulfilled when Christ returns and sets up the kingdom.—Rev. 20. 
 
CONCLUSION:  God purpose will be completed. Through Christ all who believe will live with God 
in perfect harmony for all of eternity.  Have you trusted Christ as your savior? 


